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Higher Certificates open the door to degree studies and fast­track you towards career
success. Find out how to study further with a GED® and how to navigate a pathway to a
degree course if this is your goal.

Many students complete their GED® at the age of 17. While their peers are doing Grade 12 in

their 18th year, young GED® graduates have the advantage of studying a Higher Certificate

course through a tertiary institution and obtaining a full career qualification that they can add

to their CV.

After completion of a Higher Certificate course (at NQF level 5), a student may be eligible for

exemption from Universities South Africa (USAf) by virtue of academic qualifications and

may apply for admission to a degree course at an accredited private higher education

institution.

Another option is to enroll in a Diploma course (NQF 6) which you can usually do with a

GED® alone.

Boston City Campus considers GED® applicants within its alternative­entry
pathways. Where a USAf Matriculation Board exemption is required, Boston
can assist with submitting the exemption application after registration and
proof of payment to USAf. Programme­specific admission criteria still apply.
See Boston applicant information.

Boston City Campus considers GED® applicants within its alternative­entry
pathways. Where a USAf Matriculation Board exemption is required, Boston
can assist with submitting the exemption application after registration and
proof of payment to USAf. Programme­specific admission criteria still apply.
See Boston applicant information.

https://www.boston.ac.za/additional-info/
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What are Higher Certificates?
Higher Certificate study courses are generally vocational training programs. The

course material is industry­oriented and career­specific. The practical skills you will

learn will help you improve your performance in the workplace.

Higher Certificates help you to improve your level of education and develop skills.

They will equip you for work in your chosen career field and may enable you to

enroll for even higher qualifications.

Higher Certificates have replaced many foundation programs at colleges and

universities. They offer students the opportunity to master essential skills needed for

further educational success while achieving a career­advancing qualification at the

same time.

Instead of wasting time on Grade 12 subjects that students might have little interest

in, they can get laser­focused training that equips them for their specific careers and

catapults them towards their future goals.

Higher Certificates as a pathway to a
degree
In South Africa, completing the GED® (NQF 4) or a Grade 12 without degree

exemption and then completing a qualifying Higher Certificate at NQF level 5 with at

least 120 credits may create a pathway to a USAf exemption by virtue of academic

qualifications. A USAf exemption may be required for degree study at a South

African university or an affiliated private higher education institution.

A complete exemption, where granted, may enable you to apply for degree

admission subject to the institution and programme requirements. For students who

completed the GED® while residing in South Africa, USAf’s current online

assessment directs them to contact USAf directly rather than proceed with a

standard online exemption application.

There are no guarantees, so please always check and contact the institution and

faculty of your choice to ensure that the route you are pursuing will achieve your

end goals.*

Higher Certificates you can study ONLINE
with a GED®
Below are lists of higher certificates that you can study online if you search for

offline institutions, they also offer a range of higher certifications that you can

consider.

A growing number of the colleges, universities, and institutions listed in this

document, now offer online courses too!

EDUC8 SA

HIGHER CERTIFICATES 3

What are Higher Certificates?
Higher Certificate study courses are generally vocational training programs. The

course material is industry­oriented and career­specific. The practical skills you will

learn will help you improve your performance in the workplace.

Higher Certificates help you to improve your level of education and develop skills.

They will equip you for work in your chosen career field and may enable you to

enroll for even higher qualifications.

Higher Certificates have replaced many foundation programs at colleges and

universities. They offer students the opportunity to master essential skills needed for

further educational success while achieving a career­advancing qualification at the

same time.

Instead of wasting time on Grade 12 subjects that students might have little interest

in, they can get laser­focused training that equips them for their specific careers and

catapults them towards their future goals.

Higher Certificates as a pathway to a
degree
In South Africa, completing the GED® (NQF 4) or a Grade 12 without degree

exemption and then completing a qualifying Higher Certificate at NQF level 5 with at

least 120 credits may create a pathway to a USAf exemption by virtue of academic

qualifications. A USAf exemption may be required for degree study at a South

African university or an affiliated private higher education institution.

A complete exemption, where granted, may enable you to apply for degree

admission subject to the institution and programme requirements. For students who

completed the GED® while residing in South Africa, USAf’s current online

assessment directs them to contact USAf directly rather than proceed with a

standard online exemption application.

There are no guarantees, so please always check and contact the institution and

faculty of your choice to ensure that the route you are pursuing will achieve your

end goals.*

Higher Certificates you can study ONLINE
with a GED®
Below are lists of higher certificates that you can study online if you search for

offline institutions, they also offer a range of higher certifications that you can

consider.

A growing number of the colleges, universities, and institutions listed in this

document, now offer online courses too!

EDUC8 SA

HIGHER CERTIFICATES 3

What are Higher Certificates?
Higher Certificate study courses are generally vocational training programs. The

course material is industry­oriented and career­specific. The practical skills you will

learn will help you improve your performance in the workplace.

Higher Certificates help you to improve your level of education and develop skills.

They will equip you for work in your chosen career field and may enable you to

enroll for even higher qualifications.

Higher Certificates have replaced many foundation programs at colleges and

universities. They offer students the opportunity to master essential skills needed for

further educational success while achieving a career­advancing qualification at the

same time.

Instead of wasting time on Grade 12 subjects that students might have little interest

in, they can get laser­focused training that equips them for their specific careers and

catapults them towards their future goals.

Higher Certificates as a pathway to a
degree
In South Africa, completing the GED® (NQF 4) or a Grade 12 without degree

exemption and then completing a qualifying Higher Certificate at NQF level 5 with at

least 120 credits may create a pathway to a USAf exemption by virtue of academic

qualifications. A USAf exemption may be required for degree study at a South

African university or an affiliated private higher education institution.

A complete exemption, where granted, may enable you to apply for degree

admission subject to the institution and programme requirements. For students who

completed the GED® while residing in South Africa, USAf’s current online

assessment directs them to contact USAf directly rather than proceed with a

standard online exemption application.

There are no guarantees, so please always check and contact the institution and

faculty of your choice to ensure that the route you are pursuing will achieve your

end goals.*

Higher Certificates you can study ONLINE
with a GED®
Below are lists of higher certificates that you can study online if you search for

offline institutions, they also offer a range of higher certifications that you can

consider.

A growing number of the colleges, universities, and institutions listed in this

document, now offer online courses too!

EDUC8 SA

HIGHER CERTIFICATES 3

What are Higher Certificates?
Higher Certificate study courses are generally vocational training programs. The

course material is industry­oriented and career­specific. The practical skills you will

learn will help you improve your performance in the workplace.

Higher Certificates help you to improve your level of education and develop skills.

They will equip you for work in your chosen career field and may enable you to

enroll for even higher qualifications.

Higher Certificates have replaced many foundation programs at colleges and

universities. They offer students the opportunity to master essential skills needed for

further educational success while achieving a career­advancing qualification at the

same time.

Instead of wasting time on Grade 12 subjects that students might have little interest

in, they can get laser­focused training that equips them for their specific careers and

catapults them towards their future goals.

Higher Certificates as a pathway to a
degree
In South Africa, completing the GED® (NQF 4) or a Grade 12 without degree

exemption and then completing a qualifying Higher Certificate at NQF level 5 with at

least 120 credits may create a pathway to a USAf exemption by virtue of academic

qualifications. A USAf exemption may be required for degree study at a South

African university or an affiliated private higher education institution.

A complete exemption, where granted, may enable you to apply for degree

admission subject to the institution and programme requirements. For students who

completed the GED® while residing in South Africa, USAf’s current online

assessment directs them to contact USAf directly rather than proceed with a

standard online exemption application.

There are no guarantees, so please always check and contact the institution and

faculty of your choice to ensure that the route you are pursuing will achieve your

end goals.*

Higher Certificates you can study ONLINE
with a GED®
Below are lists of higher certificates that you can study online if you search for

offline institutions, they also offer a range of higher certifications that you can

consider.

A growing number of the colleges, universities, and institutions listed in this

document, now offer online courses too!

EDUC8 SA

HIGHER CERTIFICATES 3

What are Higher Certificates?
Higher Certificate study courses are generally vocational training programs. The

course material is industry­oriented and career­specific. The practical skills you will

learn will help you improve your performance in the workplace.

Higher Certificates help you to improve your level of education and develop skills.

They will equip you for work in your chosen career field and may enable you to

enroll for even higher qualifications.

Higher Certificates have replaced many foundation programs at colleges and

universities. They offer students the opportunity to master essential skills needed for

further educational success while achieving a career­advancing qualification at the

same time.

Instead of wasting time on Grade 12 subjects that students might have little interest

in, they can get laser­focused training that equips them for their specific careers and

catapults them towards their future goals.

Higher Certificates as a pathway to a
degree
In South Africa, completing the GED® (NQF 4) or a Grade 12 without degree

exemption and then completing a qualifying Higher Certificate at NQF level 5 with at

least 120 credits may create a pathway to a USAf exemption by virtue of academic

qualifications. A USAf exemption may be required for degree study at a South

African university or an affiliated private higher education institution.

A complete exemption, where granted, may enable you to apply for degree

admission subject to the institution and programme requirements. For students who

completed the GED® while residing in South Africa, USAf’s current online

assessment directs them to contact USAf directly rather than proceed with a

standard online exemption application.

There are no guarantees, so please always check and contact the institution and

faculty of your choice to ensure that the route you are pursuing will achieve your

end goals.*

Higher Certificates you can study ONLINE
with a GED®
Below are lists of higher certificates that you can study online if you search for

offline institutions, they also offer a range of higher certifications that you can

consider.

A growing number of the colleges, universities, and institutions listed in this

document, now offer online courses too!



EDUC8 SA

HIGHER CERTIFICATES 4

BOSTON CITY CAMPUS & BUSINESS COLLEGE

Higher Certificates
Boston City Campus & Business College (Pty) Ltd Reg. No. 1996/013220/07 (‘Boston’) is registered with

the Department of Higher Education and Training as a private higher education institution under the

Higher Education Act, 1997 (Act No. 101 of 1997). Registration Certificate No. 2003/HE07/002.

Higher Certificate in Advertising & Integrated Communication Practice

Higher Certificate in Marketing Practice

Higher Certificate in Business Management Practice

Higher Certificate in HIV/AIDS Counselling and Management

Higher Certificate in Human Resource Management Practice

Higher Certificate in Hospitality Management Practice

Higher Certificate in Accounting Practice

Higher Certificate in Logistics and Supply Chain Management Practice

Higher Certificate in Marketing Specialisation Sport

Higher Certificate in Marketing Specialisation Tourism

Higher Certificate in Commerce in Human Resource Management

Higher Certificate in Marketing Specialisation Digital Music

Higher Certificate in Marketing Specialisation Social Media

Higher Certificate in Commerce in General Management

Higher Certificate in Commerce in Public Relations
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Official Notice: Clarification on USAf and the
American GED in South Africa
26 February 2026

Recent wording on the Universities South Africa (USAf) website has caused confusion

regarding the status of the GED® for admission to degree studies in South Africa. This

notice provides clear clarification for students and parents.

1. Foreign Conditional Exemption (Post­2019 GED)

Students who obtained the GED® in South Africa after 2019 are not eligible to apply

directly to USAf for Foreign Conditional Exemption.

2. The GED® Is Not Rejected

This does not mean that the GED® is not accepted for further study, or that students

cannot pursue degree qualifications. Other legally recognised exemption pathways remain

in place.

3. Private Higher Education Institutions

Students with a GED® continue to enrol in degree programmes at private higher

education institutions in South Africa. Where required, the admitting institution applies to

USAf for the relevant exemption on the student’s behalf. Each institution sets its own

admission criteria and determines whether it will support an exemption application.

4. Overseas and Online Universities

Many overseas universities and accredited online universities welcome the GED®. Students

considering international or online study pathways should consult the relevant institution

directly for its current admission requirements.

Public Universities & UNISA

For students who obtained the GED® in South Africa after 2019, the key restriction is that

they are not eligible to apply directly to USAf for Foreign Conditional Exemption. USAf’s

current online assessment also instructs applicants who completed the GED® while

residing in South Africa to contact USAf directly and refrain from making a payment. This

guide therefore does not treat public­university admission as a standard direct GED

pathway; admission must be confirmed with USAf and the institution concerned.

Sources: GED® Africa ­ Official Notice, 26 February 2026; Universities South Africa (USAf) online assessment.
Read the official GED® Africa notice

Check the current USAf online assessment

https://ged.org.za/index.php/official-notice-clarification-on-usaf-and-the-american-ged-in-south-africa/
https://mbit-application.usaf.ac.za/assessment/online-assessment/


EDUC8 SA

HIGHER CERTIFICATES 6

HIGHER CERTIFICATES

Lyceum College
Higher Certificates

Higher Certificate in Fleet Management

Higher Certificate in Operations Management

Higher Certificate in Project Management

Advanced Certificate in Project Management

Higher Certificate in Supply Chain Management

Higher Certificate in Total Quality Management

Higher Certificate in Credit Management

Higher Certificate in Financial Management

Higher Certificate in General Management

Higher Certificate in Human Resource Management

Higher Certificate in Marketing & Sales Management

Higher Certificate in Office Management

Higher Certificate In Paralegal Studies

Higher Certificate in Paralegal Studies (Commercial Practice)

Higher Certificate in Public Relations

Higher Certificate in Small Business Management



EDUC8 SA

STUDY FURTHER WITH A GED 7

University: Study further
with a GED®
Yes – you can study at college or university with a

GED®.

Students can write the GED® at age 17 and then

start online degrees, diplomas, or higher certificate

courses at 17, or take steps towards degree study at

participating South African private higher education

institutions by age 18. Read more below about how it

all works.

The GED® is recognized in South Africa.

*SAQA (the South African Qualifications Authority)

has evaluated the GED® and found the National

Senior Certificate or NQF 4 as its closest comparable

qualification.

NQF refers to the National Qualifications
Framework.

An infographic of the NQF and different educational options within the South African educational system in 2017.
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GED® graduates can pursue the following pathways to further study at tertiary level. (The usual requirement

for admission is shown in brackets.)

1 Online University Degrees at Boston City Campus

2 NQF 5 Higher Certificate (GED)

3 NQF 6 Diploma (GED)

4 Degree at an Online Overseas University (GED)

5 Degree at an Offline Overseas University (GED or GED+SAT)

6 Degree at a South African private higher education institution (pathway varies by institution)

1. Online University Degrees at Boston City Campus and Business
College

Boston City Campus currently considers GED® applicants within its alternative­entry pathways. Where a

USAf Matriculation Board exemption is required, Boston can assist with submitting the exemption

application after registration and proof of payment to USAf. Programme­specific admission criteria still

apply.

For current requirements, see 

2. Higher Certificate (NQF 5) Courses

These are one­year, career­oriented courses offered by colleges and

universities. According to SAQA, the admission requirement is an NQF 4

qualification. After completion of an NQF 5 course a student may be eligible for

exemption from Universities South Africa (USAf), by virtue of academic

qualifications

Boston City Campus

Boston applicant information.

https://www.boston.ac.za/additional-info/
https://www.boston.ac.za/
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and may apply for admission to a degree programme at a participating private higher education institution, subject

to its admission criteria.

See more detail below at point number 4.

3. Diploma (NQF 6) Courses
A diploma course is usually a two­year or sometimes a

three­year course. According to the SAQA website, the

admission requirement is an NQF 4 qualification. (Always check

for additional requirements with the individual institution of

your choice too.) After completion of a diploma, a student may

be job­ready or they may apply for admission to a degree

course if they choose. (Refer to point number 4 below.)

4. Degree at Any Offline Overseas
University
The GED® is accepted at many universities around the world.

Every university has international admission requirements to

allow for the global mobility of students.

Most universities accept American credentials such as a GED®

or high school diploma plus a prescribed score on the SAT

college admission test.

For example:

• 98% of US universities accept students

with a GED.

• 100% of universities in New Zealand

accept students with a GED + prescribed
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score on the SAT or ACT tests.

Here is the  list of international universities that accept students with a GED®. There are

sure to be others. Always check the international admission requirements and request confirmation from the

university of your choice in advance.

5. Degree (NQF 7) at a South African Private Higher
Education Institution
A candidate may need a USAf exemption in order to register for degree study at a South African university or an affiliated

private higher education institution. Students who obtained the GED® in South Africa after 2019 cannot apply directly for

Foreign Conditional Exemption; applicants should follow the current institution­led or USAf­directed pathway applicable to

their circumstances.

A degree is usually a 3­ or 4­year course of study, ranked at NQF 7.

The following are possible categories of exemption:

6.1 Complete exemption by virtue of academic
qualifications

6.1.1 A completed NQF 5 Higher Certificate or NQF 6 Diploma may

support an application for complete exemption by virtue of academic

qualifications, subject to USAf assessment and the applicable

regulations.

6.1.2 Completion of the first year of a degree at a recognised overseas

university, online or offline, may also form a basis for an exemption

application, subject to USAf assessment.

The requirements for the option detailed in point 6.1 above are

prescribed in the Higher Education Act 101 of 1997 in the quotation in

the quoted text on the following page, specifically paragraph (c):
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https://www.ged.com/en/university-acceptance.html
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Certificate of complete exemption by virtue of
academic and professional certificates.
The Committee of Principals shall issue a certificate of complete exemption to –

(a)

a graduate­by­examination of a university or other institution approved by the Committee of

Principals; or

(b)

a person who has passed examinations at a university or other institution approved by the Committee

of Principals and who satisfied all the

requirements of a qualification which in the opinion of the Committee of Principals is equivalent to an

approved university degree; or

(c)

a person who has passed examinations at a university or other institution approved by the
Committee of Principals, which represent a minimum of, or the equivalent of a minimum of 120
credits, registered at level 5, or higher, on the National Qualifications Framework of the South
African Qualifications Authority; or

(d)

a medical or dental practitioner duly registered to practice as such under the provisions of the

Medical, Dental and Supplementary Health Services Professions Act, 1974 (Act 56 of 1974).”

Since each institution, faculty and programme may set admission requirements above the minimum USAf

requirements, always confirm eligibility in advance. For GED® credentials obtained in South Africa after

2019, this guide does not present public universities as a direct GED admission pathway; private institutions

determine their own criteria and whether they will support an exemption application.
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6.2 Senatorial discretionary exemption
Some colleges and universities give students an admission test, and if they pass,

they get accepted on the basis of the dean’s discretion. AFDA is an example. See

here:  Usually you would need to motivate why the university

should give you senatorial discretionary exemption e.g. a student who has high

achievement in something else, like grade 7 in music exams or some other

qualification, skill or talent relevant to the degree for which they are applying. This

would be granted on a case­by­case basis and would require a process of

consideration. Some GED® graduates have been granted exemption in this way.

6.3 Mature age exemption
If you are age 23 or older you may qualify for exemption – but you must have a

Grade 12 or alternative equivalent school leaving certificate.

6.4 Recognition of prior learning (RPL)
All higher education institutions in South African must have a policy and

procedure to assess prospective students’ RPL to see if they can enter the courses

with a reasonable chance of success. RPL provides a way for the university to

acknowledge your knowledge and skills gained via non­formal education and/or

work experience, in order to obtain admission towards a qualification. It may also

include candidates lacking the minimum requirements for entry into a formal

learning programme (e.g. Grade 12 endorsement).

PLEASE NOTE: You MUST check with the colleges or universities and specific
faculty of your choice that they will accept the GED® credential with one of
the categories of exemption. Many degrees and courses have additional
requirements which you will also have to fulfill, no matter what NQF 4 or
Grade 12 credential you have.

As with any Grade 12 option, there is no guarantee that a GED® graduate will be

issued with exemption from USAf, nor that an institution will accept his/her

application.
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6.3 Mature age exemption
If you are age 23 or older you may qualify for exemption – but you must have a

Grade 12 or alternative equivalent school leaving certificate.

6.4 Recognition of prior learning (RPL)
All higher education institutions in South African must have a policy and

procedure to assess prospective students’ RPL to see if they can enter the courses

with a reasonable chance of success. RPL provides a way for the university to

acknowledge your knowledge and skills gained via non­formal education and/or

work experience, in order to obtain admission towards a qualification. It may also

include candidates lacking the minimum requirements for entry into a formal

learning programme (e.g. Grade 12 endorsement).

PLEASE NOTE: You MUST check with the colleges or universities and specific
faculty of your choice that they will accept the GED® credential with one of
the categories of exemption. Many degrees and courses have additional
requirements which you will also have to fulfill, no matter what NQF 4 or
Grade 12 credential you have.

As with any Grade 12 option, there is no guarantee that a GED® graduate will be

issued with exemption from USAf, nor that an institution will accept his/her

application.
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The benefits of studying your GED with Educ8 SA
There are a variety of exciting pathways for GED® graduates to continue their education and get skilled

and equipped for career success.

Some of the many benefits of studying with Educ8 SA are:

• The GED® is recognised as a school­leaving qualification by tertiary institutions

• Study in the safety and security of your own home or office

• Flexibility and convenience at the time and place of your choice

• Development of essential technical and analytical skills

• Looks good on your CV as it indicates commitment and perseverance

• International recognition

Online Diplomas with a GED
After completing your GED®, you can consider furthering your education by studying a diploma course –

either online or offline through a tertiary college or university.

The following online diplomas are offered by various accredited South African distance education colleges

and universities.
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There are a growing number of universities, colleges, and other tertiary institutions

which now offer their courses online and/or at their campuses.

Check out our growing list of places where our past GED graduates are studying

or where you could study too!

What is a Diploma?
A diploma course provides tertiary­level, career­oriented training to prepare you

for work in a specific field. The course is a combination of academic training as

well as specialized, practical skills required in that industry or profession. Diploma

courses may be offered on a full­time or part­time basis and may vary in length

from one to three years.

National Diplomas (NQF Level 5)
A national diploma can be obtained after completing a senior certificate or trade

certificate. It is recognized in South Africa, but may not be recognized when

applying for a job in another country.

Higher Diplomas (NQF Level 6)
A higher diploma can be nationally and/or internationally recognized, depending

on the establishment. Always check the accreditation of the specific course you

wish to study.

Students who successfully complete a National Diploma course can usually enroll

for a Bachelor of Technology (BTech) degree in the same field of study.

What is the difference between a diploma and a degree?
With a degree qualification, it is first necessary to qualify for exemption from USAf

(Universities South Africa). The emphasis is on an academic approach to a specific

field of study or a profession. In some fields, a degree qualification is required in

order to be licensed to practice a specific profession. Degree programs are also

offered part­time or full­time. Certain programs also require industry training or

work experience in that industry.

Always check that the course you choose is correctly accredited and will be
accepted in the field or industry you intend to work.*
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Accredited Private Distance Learning
Diplomas
Please Note: Students who obtained the GED® in South Africa after 2019 cannot

apply directly to USAf for Foreign Conditional Exemption. USAf currently directs

applicants who completed the GED® while residing in South Africa to contact USAf

directly. The accredited private distance­learning options below remain available

subject to each institution’s current admission criteria.

However, GED® graduates have access to an extensive selection of accredited

Diploma (NQF Level 6) courses offered by leading registered Private Higher

Education Institutions via online and distance learning:

Boston City Campus & Business College

Boston City Campus & Business College (Pty) Ltd Reg. No. 1996/013220/07

(‘Boston’) is registered with the Department of Higher Education and Training as a

private higher education institution under the Higher Education Act, 1997 (Act No.

101 of 1997). Registration Certificate No. 2003/HE07/002.

• Diploma in Systems Development

• Diploma in Network Systems

• Diploma in Financial Accounting

• Diploma in Human Resource Management

• Diploma in Business Management

• Diploma in Marketing Management

• Diploma in Event Management

Lyceum College

Lyceum is a fully accredited and registered institution of higher learning. Its

programs are accredited by

the Council on Higher Education (CHE) and registered at the South African

Qualifications Authority (SAQA). You can contact Lyceum college to request details

of Lyceum College’s institutional and program accreditation status.

• Diploma in Grade R Teaching

• Diploma in Criminal Justice

• Diploma in Management

• Diploma in Metropolitan and Traffic Policing

• Advanced Diploma in Traffic and Metropolitan Policing

• Postgraduate Diploma in Traffic Policing Diploma in Public Administration
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• Diploma in Management

• Diploma in Policing

• Diploma in Law Enforcement

• Diploma in Information Technology

More online learning colleges in South Africa:
• College SA – offers over 200 courses, some accredited and some non­

accredited courses INTEC College – vocational and industry­specific

courses

• Oxbridge Academy

Damelin Correspondence College – various short courses online

investment, and banking

*Disclaimer: Although every effort has been taken to provide accurate and correct information, Educ8

SA shall never be liable for losses or other damages that may result from inaccuracy or incompleteness

of information on this website about universities, colleges, or their requirements.

Where do GED Graduates Study?
Where do GED® graduates study, and what do they study after completing the

credential? Educ8 SA asked graduates to share their study destinations. Some

examples are historical, so current applicants should verify programme

requirements directly. Students who obtained the GED® in South Africa after 2019

cannot apply directly to USAf for Foreign Conditional Exemption; follow the

current USAf and institution­specific pathway for degree admission.
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STADIO Higher Education
• Diploma in Management

• Diploma in Policing

• Diploma in Law Enforcement

• Diploma in Information Technology

ne learning colleges in South Africa:
• College SA – offe rses, some accredited and some non­

accredited courses INTEC College – vocational and industry­specific

urses

• ondence College – various short courses online

• Milpark Education – courses and degrees in business, commerce,

investment, and banking

*Disclaimer: Although every effort has been taken to provide accurate and correct information, Educ8

SA shall never be liable for losses or other damages that may result from inaccuracy or incompleteness

of information on this website about universities, colleges, or their requirements.

Where do GED Graduates Study?
Where do GED® graduates study, and what do they study after completing the

credential? Educ8 SA asked graduates to share their study destinations. Some

examples are historical, so current applicants should verify programme

requirements directly. Students who obtained the GED® in South Africa after 2019

cannot apply directly to USAf for Foreign Conditional Exemption; follow the

current USAf and institution­specific pathway for degree admission.

STADIO Higher Education

College SA

INTEC College

Milpark Education

•

• Damelin Correspondence College – various short courses online

https://stadio.ac.za/
https://collegesa.co.za/
https://intec.edu.za/
https://www.oxbridgeacademy.edu.za/
https://dcc.edu.za/
https://www.milpark.ac.za/
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AAA School of Advertising

Offers short courses, higher certificates, diplomas, and degrees in Marketing

Communication and Visual Communication, UI/UX, and more.

Academy for Environmental Leadership SA (AEL)

“At AEL, we develop and grow individuals through personal development to become

influential custodians of natural resources.”

Akademia

Offers higher certificate and degree courses in Afrikaans in the fields of Accounting,

Economics, Management, Law, Journalism, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences,

Religious Sciences and Education.

AFDA – The School for the Creative Economy

Offers degrees and higher certificates in Film, Performance, Entertainment, Business

& Technology

Academic Institute of Excellence

Offers higher certificate and diploma courses in Business, Entrepreneurship &

Finance, Visual Design, Draughting and Technical Design, Engineering and Science,

as well as Architecture and Building.

African Institute

Offers a variety of courses such as healthcare, risk management, childcare, labour

relations management, etc.

The Animation School

Offers short courses and a diploma in digital animation.

Boston City Campus

Boston considers GED® applicants within its alternative­entry pathways. Where a

USAf Matriculation Board exemption is required, Boston can assist with submission

after registration and proof of payment to USAf.

“We offer accredited Higher Education qualifications, including our state­of­ the­art

Postgraduate Diploma in Management, a range of degrees, and numerous diplomas

and higher certificates. And we offer a variety of work­ ready occupational and short

programs which meet industry needs and are developed by industry specialists and

leading professionals in their fields.”

See Boston learning pathways
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https://www.boston.ac.za/
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EDUC8 SA

WHERE GED GRADUATES STUDY 18

Capsicum Culinary Studio

“Capsicum Culinary Studio courses are internationally endorsed. We work with

several industry bodies, including City & Guilds, a global leader in skills development;

The Culture, Art, Tourism, Hospitality, and Sport Sector Education and Training

Authority (CATHSSETA) and the Quality Council For Trades & Occupations (QCTO).”

My son used his GED® to apply at Capsicum Culinary Studio to study for a chef and

was accepted there for a course of 18 months that led to what they called an

executive chef qualification. ~ Sally

Cornerstone

“Cornerstone is an independent, not­for­profit higher education institution engaged

in teaching and learning in service of others, to advance human dignity and social

justice for all.”

Offers short courses, higher certificates, and degrees in fields such as Education,

Psychology, Social/community Development, Media Studies, Business, Theology and

Ethics.

Eduvos

At Eduvos, you can study short courses, higher certificates, and degrees at any of 12

campuses across South Africa. They also offer a pre­degree foundation course for

students who need to qualify for exemption from USAf. You can choose in­person

classes or online learning. They offer programs in a wide variety of fields, including

Commerce, Law, Biomedicine, Marketing, Psychology, Accounting, HR, Tourism,

Media Studies, Art and Design, and IT to name a few!

eLearning.co.za

eLearning.co.za offers short industry certificates and vocational training courses

online for a very affordable monthly fee. Earn industry credentials in computer

courses, leadership courses, soft skills, Excel, and MS Office suite.

Use this link to sign up for a free course. Many of these would look great on your CV,

advance your skills and your career and show that you take the initiative as a

self­motivated life learner.
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Elsenburg College

“At Elsenburg Agricultural Training Institute, students learn about the fundamental

principles of farming and other agricultural practices. Elsenburg Agricultural Training

Institute offers Higher Education and Training (HET) and Agricultural Skills

Development (ASD) level training, as well as a B.Agric degree that is offered in

partnership with Stellenbosch University.”

At present, the following qualifications can be obtained:

B.Agric degree (Grade 12 + 3 years)

Diploma in Agriculture (Grade 12 + 3 years) Equine Studies (Grade 12 + 2 years)

Non­accredited short courses Learnerships (Minimum of 10 months)

Emendy Multimedia Institute

Emendy specialises in courses and training in Sound Engineering, Music Production,

Game Development, 3D Animation and Multimedia.

ETA College

Offers fitness and sport training courses on campus and via distance education.

Excelsius Hair and Beauty School

After successful completion of the unit standards for a course the learner receives a

Statement of Results from SETQA & a certificate from Excelsius.

Helderberg College

Helderberg offers a pathway to admission for students with a GED to study at their

faculties of Business, Social

Sciences and Education, Theology and English Language

Independent Institute of Education

This group owns the following ‘brands’, Rosebank College, Vega, Varsity College,

School of Hospitality, and Service Management. They offer a range of higher

certificate and degree courses in Commerce, IT, Education, Humanities, Social

Sciences, and Hospitality.

Inscape

Inscape specializes in the development and delivery of education for the

B.Agric degree (Grade 12 + 3 years) Diploma in Agriculture (Grade 12 + 3 years)

Equine Studies (Grade 12 + 2 years) Non­accredited short courses Learnerships

(Minimum of 10 months)
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Elsenburg College
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creative and design, built environment, business and communication, and digital

technology industries. A variety of courses at NQF Levels 5­7 (higher certificates,

diplomas and degrees) are on offer via contact learning, online and distance

education in fields like fashion design, interior design, architecture and environment

design etc.

Hannah is in 2nd year of her Diploma in Interior Design NQF 6 at Inscape ~Alice

Intec

Intec offers a wide range of distance education courses in Commerce, Humanities,

Education, Science and Technology, from business and creative studies to

engineering, fashion design, legal courses, management courses and much more!

Intec accepted the GED without SAQA evaluation. NQF 5 Certificate in General

Psychology ~ Chantal

Isa Carstens Academy

Offers higher certificate and diploma courses in somatology, health, skincare and

wellness

Lyceum College

Offers a number of online higher certificates, diplomas and degree courses in

business and management etc.

See also Lyceum Online

National Airways Corporation (NAC)

NAC has confirmed that they will accept the GED for admission to their Aircraft

Maintenance Mechanic course. Please get confirmation about any other courses they

offer as the admission requirements for pilot courses for example may differ!

Open Window

Offers courses in the creative fields, including Visual Communication, Film Arts,

Animation and Creative Technologies.
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Pearson Institute (now Eduvos)

Pearson Institute was rebranded as Eduvos. See the Eduvos entry in this guide and

confirm current admission requirements directly with Eduvos.

Red and Yellow – Creative School of Business

Offers certificates, diplomas and degree, part­time, full time and online in Visual

Communication, Marketing and Design.

Regent Business School

Offers higher certificates, diplomas and degree courses in management. “The

iLeadLab has a range of programmes that offer hands­on development in Critical

Thinking and Problem Solving, Digital Literacy, and Creativity and Imagination.

Students are taught effective communication, information literacy, civic

responsibility, job search skills, time and conflict management, exposure to 2D and

3D printing and a range of technologies relevant to industry 4.0.”

Rosebank College (part of the IIE group)

Offer higher certificates and degree courses in IT, Education, Commerce, Humanities

SACAP – The South African College of Applied Psychology

Offers a wide range of accredited courses in Applied Psychology, Counselling &

Communication, Human Resource Management, Business Management Social Work

One of our graduates was accepted to study a degree course with a GED as the first

year of the course is an NQF 5 qualification, the second year is NQF 6, and the third

year is NQF 7, which is a degree.

SACOB – South African College of Business

SACOB is an online distance learning business college offering business

qualifications and business programs that equip you with the skills, the theory, and

the practical knowledge required to perform in the modern business environment.

SACOB is driven by international accreditation institutes and national professional

bodies to provide quality supported learning experience.
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Offers a wide range of accredited courses in Applied Psychology, Counselling &

Communication, Human Resource Management, Business Management Social Work

One of our graduates was accepted to study a degree course with a GED as the first

year of the course is an NQF 5 qualification, the second year is NQF 6, and the third

year is NQF 7, which is a degree.

SACOB – South African College of Business

SACOB is an online distance learning business college offering business

qualifications and business programs that equip you with the skills, the theory, and

the practical knowledge required to perform in the modern business environment.

SACOB is driven by international accreditation institutes and national professional

bodies to provide quality supported learning experience.
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South African Theological Seminary (SATS)

SATS offers higher certificates and degree courses in Christian counselling and

theology.

Sol­Tech

Sol­Tech is a private vocational training college with Afrikaans as its language of

instruction.

“Sol­Tech bied formele opleiding in die volgende studierigtings aan: Elektrisiën,

Meulmaker, Dieselwerktuigkundige, Passer­en­draaier, Sweiser en

Gereedskapmaker.”

Sports Science Institute of SA (SSISA)

SSISA aims to optimise sports performance and physical health through proven

science. SSISA offers a gym, performance centre, exercise, wellness and

performance training and more.

STADIO

STADIO Higher Education brings together a range of schools and study modes

across multiple campuses and distance­learning options.

STADIO offers certificates, diplomas and degrees across fields including education,

commerce, administration and management, law, policing, technology, arts, fashion

and design.

Vega School (part of the IIE group)

“Vega School aims to graduate a new breed of brand thinkers with the expertise to

generate sustainable brand ideas that solve 21st century problems. All programmes

are taught within the context of creating, building and managing healthy brands.”
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 (part of the IIE group)

Offer higher certificates and degree courses in Commerce, Finance and Accounting,

Education, Humanities and

Social Sciences, Law and Management.

Online Overseas Universities
EduVisa

EduVisa provides an online course catalogue and application support for

international and online higher­education pathways. Confirm programme­specific

entry requirements directly before applying.

University of the People

This is a 100% online, tuition­free university offering degree in Business

Administration, Computer Science, Health Science and Education. A GED alone is

accepted for admission.

AnimSchool

Overseas Universities

Poland
Vistula

New Zealand
Auckland University of Technology (AUT) Massey University

Shawnee State University

Austin Peay State University

Liberty University

UAE
SAE Dubai

*Disclaimer: Although every effort has been taken to provide accurate and

correct information, Educ8 SA shall never be liable for

other damages that may result from inaccuracy or incompleteness of information

on this website about universities, and colleges, or their requirements.
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